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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



THE detail of important events, 
of battles imperfectly known, 
and of a convention, without parallel, 
of dreadful preparation for the sangui- 
nary scenes of war, of the convulsions 
of despotism, but little of the calm pro- 
gress of human happiness, nowrequires 
our attention, and the patience of our 
readers. We again trouble them to 
bear in mind, that we write for public 
good, and will not shrink, in that sacred 
cause, from the iidelity and boldness 
befitting it. The situation of the Eng- 
lish and French armies in Portugal, in 
the early part of last August, we noticed 
to be higlily interesting. The reputa- 
tion of the French Commander, and 
the ardour and discipline of his troops, 
promised enterprize and decision. The 
English army, commanded by an offi- 
cer of high military name, and them- 
selves eager to cope with the conque- 
rors of the Continent, were determined 
to secure the first grand advantage on 
the Continent which opportunity pre- 
sented to tliem. Junot marched from 
Lisbon to meet them, and, in the pre- 
sumptuous confidence of victory, bade 
his men drive the English into tlie sea. 
A trifling affair near Brilos, which 
ended by General Spencer, with his 
usual prudence, extricating the Eng- 
lish riflemen, who had advanced too 
far, was the prelude to Sir Arthur Wel- 
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lesley's attack on the 17th of August. 
The enemy occupied a strong position, 
with about 6000 men. Great gallantry 
was shown on both sides, and the French 
appear to have manifested singular mi- 
litary skill "in manamviing, as well as 
impetuosity in attack. The British ar- 
my, of which only a part was engaged, 
prevailed, but the French succeeded 
in effecting their retreat in good order. 
The want of cavalry is noticed by Sir 
Arthur Wellesley as the principal cause 
of the enemy having escaped so 
well. On the morning of the 2 1st, the 
French General attacked the linglisli 
at Vimiera. His object was to an- 
ticipate the reinforcements from Eng- 
lanti, and by something very deci- 
sive, to enable himself to turn his 
arms towards Spain. Tlie attack by 
theFrencharmy was made in two places, 
nearly at the same time. A desperate 
contest ensued. The Duke d'Abran- 
tes commanded in person, and was 
somewhat superior in cavalry and ar- 
tillery. The fate of Portugal, of Spain, 
hung upon the day. The Britisli and 
French found tliemselves opposed, for 
the first time after a long interval, on 
the Continent. The former were finally 
successful, taking thirteen pieces of 
cannon, and mucii ammunitioa. A 
French General Officer was taken pri- 
soner, and another was found dead on 
V 
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the field »f battle. " A great many 
officers and soldiers were killed, wound- 
ed, and taken." The total loss of the 
British in the two actions is stated at 
above 1200. Colonel Lake, Colonel 
Stuart, a Lieutenant-Colonel. Tavlor, 
and a considerable number of Ofiicers 
were killed, 'ike loss of the enemy, 
which nuist Ifflve been very great, has 
not been ascertainetl. On the 21st, 
Gen. Burrard landed, but did aot take 
the command. On (he '2'2d, Sir M. 
Dalrymple also landed, and assumed 
tilt; command. The sequel proves, 
that Junot must have made a masterly 
retreat, and so secured himself, as to 
command, and even exact honourable 
and advantageous terms. The memo- 
rable Convention of Lisbon was signed 
and ratilied on, the 30th of Angast. 
^i lie terms of it were, the evacuation 
of Portugal by the French, and thein 
prompt transportation to France, witii- 
out any restriction wluitever, as to per- 
son or property : Indemnity to all per- 
sons in Portugal for their political con- 
duct : Artillery and horFCS, belonging 
to the French, to be secured convey- 
ance : Hostages to be given on both 
sides, and the Citadel of Lisbon, and 
some forts, to be held by the French 
until the period of their embarkation. 
By a separate agreement, the Russian 
ships were surrendered to the British 
Admiral : The ships to be held as a de- 
posit tilt six mouths after peace be- 
tween Russia and England : the officers 
and men to be sent to Russia without 
conditions. The Duke d'Abrantes 
seems to have yielded to superior force, 
but to have availed himself of his means 
of retreat, and defence, witb a sagacity 
and skill, which has confounded the 
sanguine and often unthinking class of 
speculators, who, remote from scenes 
of warfare, decide upon uncertainties, 
and convert expectation into fact, 
Istilt, although the full fruits of victory 
have not been reaped on this occasion, 

it is unreasonable, and even ungene- 
rous, to pass over llie solid advantages 
resulting from- the success of the British 
arras in Portugal.- That country is re- 
lieved from French armieS) her ports 

are opened, and the army now there 

may act in Spain. 
A most remarkable check has been 

given to the French arms. The army 
af Jiinot, thougk- not conquered, has 



been defeated, and is removed from the. 
Spanish peninsula. Europe will per- 
ceive, tliat Bonaparte's arms are not ir- 
resistible, and the reputation of J3ritisli 
valour must rise very highly, upon the 
whole. It is observable, that the eon- 
duct oftbe Portuguese troops, whicl» 
were joined to those of the LngHsh, is 
not at all noticed by the Coininauder 
in Chief. 

PORTVCAJ: 

Portugal, by this extraordinary 
turn of artiirs finds herself freed from 
trench Dominion, and at tlie same 
time deserted by hoe old government. 
The two events have succeeded with- 
out a long interval ;. in either case the 
people can feel but a change of evils, 
unless the Portuguese Government, 
ameliorated by its trans-Atlantic voy- 
age, and softened by- adversity, whose 
" uses are sweet,." ado^Jts better princi- 
ples, and nobler conduct than hitherto, 
ft is difficult to restrain apprehension, 
when we revert to the Declaration of 
the same Government, issued from 
the Bvazils. We there observe the 
expression, that the court of Lisbon 
" saw with regret" the commence- 
ment of the French Revolution. If 
that goveminent retains regret at die 
recollection of a iiallon attempting to 
better its government, wiliit can be 
expected from itself, when restored ? 
It IS to be feared, little improvement, 
little benevolence towards its subjects, 
and still less in its relations with the 
commoawealth of nations. There can- 
not therefore be much permanence iu 
the re- establishment of the House of 
Braganza. 'I'hat, in such times, can 
only be founded on the affections of 
subjects, the possession of which gives- 
to governments a consciousness of in- 
ternal strength, and ensures them ex- 
ternal respect and security. Portti- 
fal has been, and probably will be to 
England an expensive, because a weak 
ally. Commercial advantages are 
often thought valuable, but were it 
known how much the support of a 
feeble power costs, even the trading 
part of. the English nation, would 
think that the balance was unfavour- 
able. 

The restoration of the Prince Regent, 
in truth, presents nothing very consol- 
ing. At one time tlie obsequious ally 
ofTrance, and jpiuing witk iier in tlie 
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«' Cause of the Continent ;" again, a 
fugitive abantlouing his couutry to her 
mercy, rather thaudie in its defence; 
transported by the English, without 
having communicated his plans till \lvt 
moment he wanted to taake use of 
them ; disiugejiuotis and timid, render- 
ed effeminate by the habits of royalty, 
and formed indecisive by nature, 
his dej'artiire was viewed witJiout sor- 
row, as his return will be contemplated 
witliout joy. 

SPAIN- 

The affairs of Spain, bear a pro- 
gressive favourabk aspect. Yet we 
are sorry to observe any thing of 
tliicanery arising in the coJiduct of 
the Spanish Generak. The capitula- 
tion with Geojeral Dupont iias been 
attempted to be evaded by Morla at 
Cadin. " 'I'hc terms » ere impossible, 
therefore we are to treat you accord- 
ingly," is the point of his reply to 
the indignant appeal of the French 
Commander; but wherefore promise 
conditions which tlw Spaniards alone 
could know to be impracticable ? 
The French having surrendered, were 
entitled to the equivalent stipiilated, 
and the Spanish governor of Cadiz, in- 
stead of sucli unworthy evasion, should 
have insisted, at the risk of a geiveral 
rupture, that the English should not 
molest t)ut assist the vanquisiied army. 

Joseph BoJiaparte, far from quitting 
iipain, is witii his army, and appears 
not disposed to relinquish his prize, 
without a vigorous attempt to hold 
it. lie is stated to be at Miranda, 
forty-five miles distant from Burgos. 
in the mean time the Spanish Patriots 
are not accompiisliing any thing grand, 
and tlie warfare carried on, savours 
too much of an ill-concerted rebellion, 
to give sanguine hope of ultimate and 
solid success- 'Jjie Junta of "N'uleutia, 
publislned' in July an inip«rtaiit paper, 
which, while it shows ajjpreheusioji of 
want of union, and of the energy of 
one executive, breathe? a i-ational and 
most honourable s|iirit of liberty. 
This excellent paper, equally free 
from declamation or coldness, plainly 
points to a republican tomiot govern- 
ment, ad interim. It adverts to the 
paitial advantage, but future and last- 
ing evil, of tiie several provmces act- 
ing on the separate authority of each. 
It proposes that a ceutraJ Junta siiouU 



be established, and seems to hint, that 
the return of I'erdmand may be very 
distant. 

The Supreme Junta of Seville has 
lately ])uhlished a long, and sensibJt 
exposition of it^ opinion on (he same 
suliject. H speaks more directly of 
a republican tonn of government, ad 
interim, and suggests the appointment 
of a president for the supreme council 
of government, to be ciiangeU often. 
If England should be found therefore 
at last fighting to set up a republic, 
and Fnuice to put it down, the pre- 
sent might be well stiled an astonish- 
ing lu-a. 

To those who analyse the qualities of 
man, and proiiounce what are most ef- 
fective iuiiim,it would seem that repub- 
lican energy can aione sustain Spain 
against the formidable power of the 
I'rencji Emperor. Without the great- 
est purity of intention, and the noblest 
motives, divisions will arise, little 
j>assi<M3 jjitermingle, weakness, and 
finally slavery will take place. 

Solemn obsequies have been per- 
formed to the memory of those wlio 
wei-e slain on tlie '2i\A of May, at Ma- 
drid. On a superb Cenotaph were in- 
scribed these words; " To t'le unfor- 
tunate Spaniards, assassinated on the 
2nd of May, by French i)ertidy, their 
free and triumphant countrv conse- 
crates this deserved memorial.'' 

This proceeding having simibirity to 
the times of the French revolution, may 
shock tlw* who ablior changes, though 
for tJie better; but tlie friends of human 
ity will sigh over the in*ci;ii)tion, and 
pray that Spain thus described may 
rise from the midst of the dangers beset- 
tin,'j her. 

'1 he aate of Spain at present is v«ry 
problematical. I'he provinces must 
yield tijeir power into a few hajx!?, and 
that very s))eedily ; the fortified places 
be conquered ; tlie Frerich be appalled 
by some grand national effort, aiida vic- 
tory obtained, however dearly bought, 
or it is to be feared that the enthusiasm 
of the day may cool, and exertion iiag. 
The asserobiiiig the Cortes Would be 
very iiisulKcient of itself, for the pur- 
pose of regenerating Spain. A vigor- 
ous, w ise and honest executive, is what 
she most pressingly wants-, with that, 
and a people ready to sacrihce every 
thing ill the glorious cause of freehig 
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their country from an external, and 
unnatural yoke, she may defy the ar- 
mies of a despot, or if slie should fall, 
will drag her tyrant to the earth along 
with her. 

TURKEY. 

'I'hat government is insecure in pro- 
portion to its despotism, is an axiom 
tJiat lias been often illustrated by facts ; 
and seldom more striliingly, than by re- 
cent changes at Constantinople. The 
Sultaji Mustapha on the 27th of July, 
felt lirm on his throne, perfectly un- 
conscious of danger : the 28th saw him 
deposed, his predecessor murdered, 
and a young prince proclaimed. This 
tragit: scene was occasioned by the re- 
vival of the plan to " introduce better 
discipline in the army, and with it to 
restore Selim, who had been precipi- 
tated from the throne on the 28th of 
Way, 1807. JVlustapha Bairactar, Pa- 
cha Rudschuck, with the design of fol- 
lowing the enlightened views of the 
Sultan Selim, having gained several of 
the reigning Sultan's ministers, among 
whom was the Grand Vizier," came to 
Constantinople, with a corps of trusty 
troops, caused the Commandant of the 
Castles of the Dardanelles, the author 
.of the former revolution, to be be- 
headed, the Mufti and all the new Mi- 
nisters of the Sultan to be deposed, the 
Aga of the Janissaries to be strangled, 
and the most important posts of Con- 
stantinople to be occupied hy his troops. 
The Grand Vizier, llie newMufli, and 
several other members of the Di- 
van, declared themselves the par- 
tizans of Mustapha Bairactar. The 
SuUan had no suspicion of his project ; 
on the contrary, lie thought ijiniself so 
secure, that, on the 8lh instant, lie re- 
paired in the morning to liisutach. But 
the Sultan Mother having got iuforma- 
tipn of it on the 2Stli, Mustapha IV. 
rettn-ned \yitli all expedition by sea to 
the Seraglio, whilst the Pacha of Kuds- 
chuck was entering it by land. The 
Pacha caused the new Mufti to inform 
him, that Selim only was lawful Empe- 
ror. Mustapha, far from fpUowing tlie 
example given on the 28th of May, by 
his uncle Selim, who voluntarily de- 
scended from the throne, ordered the 
inner gates of the Seraglio to be shut. 
The soldieys of the Pa< ha, however, 
speedily effected an entrance, but they 
found the unfortunate Selim dead, ancl 



covered with blood. Seized with hor- 
ror at this spectacle, Mustapha Bairac- 
tar, and the Grandees of the Porte, 
caused Prince Mahomet, the last branch 
of the reigning dynasty, to be imme- 
diately proclaimed Emperor. 'J'his 
Prince, who is about fitteen years of 
age, has, for the last, hfteen months, 
been confined with the Sultan Selim, 
who, during that space, instructed him 
in the art of government. 

On the 29t!i, the unfortunate Selim 
was buried at Your, by the side of his 
father. The Pacha of Rudschuck, the 
%viiole of his army, and ail tiie respec- 
table inhabitants of this capital, attend- 
ed the funeral. During these melan- 
choly occurrences, the public tranquil- 
lity was not in tlie slightest degree in- 
terrupted. 'J'he greater part of the as- 
sasshis of Selim iiave been executed. 
We know not whether the deposed Sul- 
tan is still living, Some people assert, 
that he has been straugled. Mustapha 
Bairactar has taken possession of the 
Grand Seal. 'I'he Grand Vizier is a 
prisoner in his camp, for having re- 
vealed to the Sultan Mother, the plan 
of replacing Selim on tlie throne. 
There is no doubt that the Pacha of 
Rudschuck will soon be appointed 
Grand Vizier. 

Eleven of the principal partizans of 
the Sultan Mustapha were this day 
strangled in the Seraglio. The Kaislar- 
Aga (chief of the eunuchs) who assist- 
ed in the murder of Selim, was exe- 
cuted on the 29th. Such are the 
shocking occurrences, which a bad 
system of government so often occa- 
sions. 

Selim, the deposed Sultan, who has 
fallen a sacrifice to the design of re- 
storing him, was an excellent and 
mild prince. His object had been to 
place his army in a state similar to 
that of other powers on the continent; 
by introducing European discipUiie 
and tactics. In the perilous shuation 
of his country, threatened by Eng- 
land and Russia, on one side, and by 
the encroaching power of France oa 
the other, neutrality, and time to 
put himself in a respectable state of 
defence, were his objects. But, in 
modern days, such conduct is not 
permitted. Selim was said to be a 
friend to literature, and of amiable 
manners. We must be allowed to 
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deplore th<! melancholy end of this 
unfortunate prince, who died in the 
secluded chambers of the seraglio, a 
victim to the revengeful and envious 
rage of a tyrant. 

The ultimate object of Mustapha 
Bairactar will probably be attained. 
Mustapha has iieeu overthrown, and 
the young Sultan will be guided by 
the Pacha of Rudschuck. Tlie change, 
on the whole, must be useful to Tur- 
key, it is supposed to be favourable 
to France. Doubtless the Wcfvering 
conduct of the Sultan Mustapha, 
his inclining to negociate with Jing- 
land, and the intrigues of France, 
accelerated his fall; but his govern 
ment, proceeding on the old system, 
could not long have stood. An en- 
lightened ministry uiaj, by prudeut 
measures, avert the ruin of 'turkey, 
which, by the final turn of the pre- 
sent revolution, now escapes the pres- 
sure of French vengeance. 

RUSSIA. 

Russia continues the same course of 
politics. The cause of Spain was not 
likely to excite warm feelings in the 
power, wjiich, without remorse, had 
massacred and plundered iu Foland, 
and had so severely oppressed tiie 
Turks. A partial action, between the 
Russian and Swedish and English fleets 
has taken place in the Baltic, <ind a 
Russian ship of war has been run 
aground and destroyed. The warfare 
agaiList Swedeij languisiies, nor can it 
be supposed that Russia Jias her v Jews 
very intently bent on that quarter. 

POIJ^ND. 

Some tendency to insurrection has 
been discovered, it is said, in Poland, 
and the chief person concerned, 
Doiubrousky, has been ordered to 
bearresied, by the court of St. Peters- 
burgh. Had similar assistance been 
atlbrded to this ill-fated country, in 
its glorious struggle for inde]jendence, 
as Spain has received, many evils 
would have been prevented in Eu- 
rope ; a barrier in tht north would 
have been preserved, and tne true in- 
terests of nations would have been held 
in view. Russia was, in those times, 
nearly as formidable as France now is. 
Poland was, as Spain is now, threaten- 
ed to be oppressed and desjjoiied: 
she was even more ungenerously be- 
set, as not one, but three great pow- 



ers, conspired against her indepen- 
dence and happiness. 'J'he Empress 
Catharine was a character as despotic, 
more bloody and more faulty iu many 
respects than the French Einperor. 
Her seizure of the Cliersonest:, her 
conduct to Turkey, her massacres in 
Poland, and her nite/uai govennnent, 
ami private life have proved this. 
Poland was, however, sutlered to fall. 
Such deviation Irom principle in those 
powers, who by their supineness (and 
of these, most particularly England) 
were accessaries to her destruction, 
Je<l to the fatal engendering and sane- 
tioning a system ot pariilion. Hence, 
it is needless to remark to intelligent 
men how much disorder has arisen, 
'i he tutile attempt to dismember 
I'Vance ; her gigantic efforts for safety, 
her transmutation into the Conqueror 
of Continental Europe, and the pre- 
sent position of tilings ! 

ITALY. 

The Pope makes remonstrance, and 
struggles a little against the over-ruling 
iniiuence which General Miolhsexerts 
at Rome. 11 is resistance can be but iee- 
ble, and appears rutiier unaccountable 
after the concession he had made, and 
the submission he had shown. In the 
posture ot affairs iu modern Europe, the 
papal power, as a temporality naturally 
became diminished. 'i he spiritual 
sway of theiourtof Rome, has also suf- 
fered abridgment. There is nothing 
now alarming in its pretensions. 

Nor can it be maintaiiied, after the 
noble etlbrts of Spaniards, that the 
Catholic religion is adverse to liberty, 
or incapable ot the most sublime patri- 
otism, 'i he lirilish CommaiiQer tells 
the Portuguese, he is come among 
other tldngs, to defend " (heir holy re- 
ligion," and the contumely and insult 
exiubited by the French against Catho- 
lic places ot worship, is held forth, as 
one of the principal causes for blaming 
Bonaparte's proceedings in Spain. 

iSaples remaius tramiuil, and it is 
probable tiiat the vignant ana military 
Sovt ;'eign it has receiveu, will not only 
preserve his throne, but sliorily me- 
nace Sicily itself. It is unlikely that 
the restoration ot the old govern n.eut of 
^Naples, is desired there ; its vindictive 
hand stained by former vengeance. 
Would now be still more feared, and 
conseijueuliy resisted. N or is i t an ad- 
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vantage to Sicily at this moraeut to pos- 
sess such a court. Its residence, and 
interference prevent vigorous plans of 
defence: a declaration of Sicilian inde- 
jjeudence and aid of a British force,alone 
could promise the probability of safe- 
ly ; so many difficulties are in the way 
of this, however, that such a turn of af- 
fairs in Sitily cannot be expected. 
iVaother year may decide its fate. 

AUSTRIA. 

Austria has increased her military 
establishment, but her finances are too 
low for war, nor is it certain that s))e 
desires it: she has suffered dreadfully, 
and cannot feel much of sympathy to 
the Spanish cause. The court of Vi- 
enna does not manifest much regard 
for its own subjects. 'J'he Diet of Hun- 
gary is postponed and the salutary step 
of listening to, and redressing the 
grievances of the Hungarian nation, 
does not seem about to be taken hastily, 
(jcneral measures of precaution are all 
wiiich Austria can wisely attempt to 
employ, and they are the most suitable 
to the character of her Emperor. 

FKANCE. 

" I am determined to carry on the 
war with Spain with the utmost activi- 
ty, and destroy the armies whicli l^ng- 
gland has disembarked in that country. 
The future security of my subjects, tlie 
prosperity of commerce, and a mari- 
time peace, must alike depend on these 
important operations. 

" My. alliance with the Emperor of 
Ilussia extinguishes every hope which 
England can entertain from her pro- 
jects. 1 ha\'e no doubt respectii>g the 
peace of the Continent, but 1 neither 
will, uor ought to rely upon the false 
calculations and the errors of other 
Courts, and since my neiglibours in- 
crease tljeir armies, it is a duty incum- 
bent on me to increase mine." 

These words of the trench Emperor, 
in his message to the Senate, ehow a de- 
termination, unaltered by the events in 
Spain, to pur-ue the war there, and they 
evince conlidence that the rest of the 
(^outinent will remain at peace. .The 
reports of the Minister for I'oreign Af- 
fairs develope tlie plan of Napoleon. 
lie appears to have long meditated the 
uuion ol Spain and France, by placing 
one of his own family on the Spanish 
throne. He professes io follow tiie steps 
of Louis X}\'. audjustUiesUie measure. 



on the ground of the secret hostility of 
Spain to France, of the danger to the 
latter from sut h a state of things, and 
on the certainty of the perpetual insin- 
cerity of the old dynasty. The spe- 
cious reasons assigned for destroynig 
the independence of Spain are those 
common to all such despotic acts ; the 
had administration, the internal dis- 
tractions, the intrigues of a foreign ene- 
my. " If hat policy suggests, justice 
authorises," says this remarkable re- 
port. This nernicious position might 
be stated without abuse of terms more 
correctly. " What despotis-m wishes, 
is right." Thus the habits, preju- 
dices, and honour, in a word, the hap- 
piness of a nation, are often destroyed 
and violated ; and this is deemed poli- 
c) , and odiously affecting benevolence, 
is called studying the welfare of a peo- 
ple, belter than tJiey are competent to 
tliemselves. New conscripts are called 
out. Two hundred tliousand men, are 
destined for Spain, without diminishing 
the other widely extended arxnies of 
France. It is proposed, on the con- 
trary, to add 80,000 men to them. The 
same report asks Napoleon. " AVhat 
part will you take .' Will you sacrifice 
the cause of Sovereigns and sanction an 
outrage committed against the Majesty 
of the I'hrone ?" 'J hus making him the 
avenger of Royalty, and the Protector 
of Kings ! 

The second Report of the same Mi- 
nister declares, " Peace and the liberty 
of the seas, can only be obtained by 
conquering Spam, and also the English 
upon Spanish ground. " It is no small 
advantage, says this report, the proba- 
bility of at length meeting the English, 
of fighting them man to man, of mak- 
ing them also feel the evils of war." 
'J here is a secret satisfaction betrayed 
hi those words, which a warlike geniut 
w.ould be very likely to feel, if he had 
wished to bring powerful ineans on an 
enemy, and had been debarred the op- 
poi tunity of exercising them for a con- 
siderable time. Some distrust of Aus- 
tria is manifested : much satisfaction at 
tlje conduct of America. 'J'he War 
Muiister, in speaking of the armies in 
Poland, in Prussia, and in Silesia, in 
Denmark, in Dalraatia, in Albania, iti 
Italy, Naples, and S])ain, says, usver 
were tlie armies of trance " more nu- 
merous, better appointed, better kept 
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up, or better provisioned ;" and speaks 
of a million of armed men ready to 
protect " the honour and security of 
France." The renunciation of Charles 
IV. and of the Prince of Asturifts, is 
jiovv publislted by Bonaparte, and one 
cannot bnt despise persons, who, under 
any circumstances, could agree to terms 
so ignominious. 

Bonaparte is said to be commencing 
a journey to Gei'many. The Confede- 
rate Princes of the Rhine have had their 
complement oi force called out, and 
there is every appearance of a campaign 
stupendous beyond example as to re- 
suit, and whioJi may agivin <iraw forth, 
and employ the military genius of 
France and its Emperor, in a maiiher 
which must create anxiety ami delibe- 
ration in the minds of impartial reason- 
ers: a campaign which, at all events, 
must cause a deluge oi blood, and con- 
vey misery into the bosom of man}' a 
domestic circiej and, far from home, 
lay on the earth the hope, and the ho- 
nour of many a family. 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

Great Britain is now involved in a 
Continental war, as a principal party on 
land, and has boldly committed her for- 
tune with the Spanish war. Opinions 
in England have always been diyided 
on the policy of her acting thus,, but at 
present there seems an unanimous de- 
sire for the experiment of a grttnd eii'ort 
on land. 

The event is in the hands of an all 
wise Providence. Doubtless tlie pre- 
vious decision on this question, requi- 
red the most profound views, great 
knowledge of the Continent, and exact 
information as to the capabilities of 
Spain. There was even still, an in- 
tuitive feeling wanting, remote from 
arrogance or envy, undazzled by the 
blaze of the moment, and chastened by 
reviewing the combinations of the pre- 
sent, and the possible or probable ones 
of the future. Whether this existed, 
many may doubt, and posterity can 
better examine; The crisis cannot 
be distant, and the complicated state 
of Europe, will excite various emo- 
tions in our readers in its ftiture deve- 
lopement. 

IRELAND. 

In our first number we promised a 
fuller discussion of tlie aiiairs of Ire- 
I*id ; we trust it will not now be dis- 



pleasing to OUT readers. Many ma^ 
wish to avoid delicate political subjects 
butsuch wish is the symptom of unwise 
fear, and betrays something of deairer 
to retain what is unjustly Iwkl, and can- 
not bear the honest examination of 
truth. Ireland though nominally dimi- 
nished HI consequence, has virtually 
risen in the scale of nsrtions, from the 
circumstances of Europe. But her 
strength, though thus intrinsically and 
relati\ ely increased, isleft,comparative- 
ly speaking, inert. SJie is a healthy and 
vigOTOus child, whom all the restrictions 
of bad edtication have not been able to 
cramp or degrade, and in the transeen- 
dant power of nature, rears her head 
with a gracefulness and beauty that 
narrow minds do not understand, which 
the interested calumniate, but which 
the humane and wise behold with in- 
ward satisfaction. An amalgamating 
incorporation of two islands may now 
be considered a demonstrated fallacy. 
Mutual interest will prove a natural 
bond in case of proximity. A com- 
plete blentling of nations so circum- 
stanced, is ideal, as the dream of the 
alchymist. Ireland, stands neutrali- 
zed by the impolicy of men, denomi- 
nated statesmen, who losing the sub- 
stance have embraced the shadow. 
A collateral question rising from (he 
compact of union ai>pareutly, but 
antecedent in fact to the contemplatiorj 
of the measure, has of late years agi- 
tated parties in both countries, and 
sensibly affected the feelings of the po- 
pulation in Ireland. That relief to the 
Catholics, from the irritating and im- 
politic restraints, which monopoly in 
m its blindness had created is matter 
of right, borders on want of humanity 
to deny. To do evil with a remote 
probability of expected good, is impi- 
ous in the extreme. In the vale of life 
it is cruel to plant adsciUtioUs thorns ! 
enough shoot from man's errors. To 
plant them on system, is treason to so- 
cial order. 

Ireland retains her antient religion, 
her language, and a distinct character. 
The laws invented to destroy these, 
have perpetuated them. Misery has 
been their offspring, but neither de- 
gradation nor asshniJation. In the 
present century, the claims of the 
Catholics have been pilt forth with un- 
rivalled eloquence ill the English se- 
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nate, but the coldness of a distant 
atmosphere has repeatedly blighted 
the liope of redress. In tlie last ses- 
sion of the English Parliament, a pro- 
posal was conveyed, half by insinua- 
tion, and half " direct, by two dis- 
tinguished Irish Members, that the 
nomination of Catholic Prelates 
should be vested in his Majesty. The 
sensation eNcited by this was very 
strong in tiie House of Commons, 
and in London. The triumph oi par- 
ty was great, and.the victorious ques- 
tion, " What can now be objected to 
the Catholics? (that is, to us) burst 
from every Up ! A little time has dis- 
sipated the delusion. The Catholics 
or Ireland had not authorised Mr. 
Grattan, or Mr. George Ponsonby, 
to concede the point in question. 
'I'hat certain overtures, without the 
sanction of the clergy at large, or the 
bulk of the laity, had been made, by 
a few individuals, to one or both of 
tliese gentlemen, and their party, is 
not doubted. Ikit they were puny 
pohticians, who caught at such a 
propositioUj without weighing, and 
probing, and examining whether 
there was practicability, that is, suffi- 
cient autliority on the side of it. 

In truth the independence of the 
Catholic Church is a remnant, which 
Ireland holds as the last stripe of 
the banner of national honour, and in 
oii'ering to yield it, to be hung as a tro- 



phy inWestminstcr, it would be a com- 
pletion of suicide. Besides, when 
just rights were demanded, the mean- 
ness of fresh concession, previous to 
obtaining them, was flagrant. 

The point, as argued in England, 
was very insignificant; the influence 
of the Pope, and the authority of 
his name are very weak, and in that 
view there was no obstacle in the 
way of redress. But as the matter 
was felt in Irelan', it was quite other- 
wise, and therefore the concession was 
deemed impolitic, impracticable, and 
unpatriotic. The Pope was not con- 
templated as the dictator, but as the 
venerable arbiter in clerical affairs. 
The system of the Catholic Church, 
is, in fact, elective, and the reference 
to the Pope for approbation is rather 
deference to the antient head of the 
Catholic religion, in point of cere- 
mony, than any thing of blind sub- 
mission to his will. The late resolu- 
tions of the Catholic Prelates have 
])robably set the thing to rest. They 
have decided that the wished conces- 
sion ought not to be, and cannot be 
made, and they are entitled to the 
gratitude of their country. The ob- 
vious aim of the party was to make 
the Catholic question malleable enough 
to be worked up for narrow purposes. 
Ireland was forgotten, but she has 
vindicated herself. 
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ADtriin...,A melancholy .lecirlcnt hap- 
pt'iied on the 8th oF September last, to J, 
M'lntyre, an industrious man, of Druma- 
viiddy, palish of Loiighgill, in this county, 
wito had gone to the mountain betweca 
Clough and Cushendall to take his horse 
from grass J but, unfortunately, the day 
being wet and foggy, and night coming 
on, he missed his way, and perished by 
the brink of a little rivulet, where he was 
found eight days after. He has left five 
children, fatherless. 

Shocking relation .John Wilson, 

commonly called Whiskey Jack, from his 
remarkahle intemperance, having return- 
ed from the funeral of his fathsr, on Fri- 



day the 23d of September, was that night 
murdered in his own house. He aud his 
unmarried brother and sister had rendered 
themselves notorious in the neighbourhood 
of Antrim, by their contentions and quar- 
rels about a small farm, the property of 
their father, to the great affliction of their 
parent, and the annoyance of the neigh- 
bourhood. The deceased has left a wife 
an<l six helples children to lament his un- 
happv fate. 

X)/e(/.....Near Glenavy, Mr, Nicholas 
Oakman, aged 77 years... .Mr. Robert 
Cinuarnond of Magheragill....At Snugville 
near Belfast, Mrs, Catharine M'Clathry 
aged 85 years. 

Married,...Mx, W, Hawkins, to Miss 



